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car over and killed a 20-year-old cyclist was given a suspended term of two years by a judge yesterday. District Judge Micheal Ryan convicted Peter Madden, aged 52 of Middle Quay, Dublin, of causing death by dangerous driving. Mr Madden, a welder, had pleaded not guilty to the offence at Dublin Circuit
Criminal Court. Judge Ryan said that as well as Mr Madden’s sentence, he would impose a two-year post-sentence probation. Tánaiste Eamon Gilmore intervened in the case yesterday before sentencing and said that “a fair sentence to Mr Madden which would be fair to the victim and fair to the public is one

which would include imprisonment”. Tragically, Mr Madden is the seventh person to die in the midst of a cycle race in the state since October. Emergency services were first called to Clare Village on Kildare Street at 8.10am this morning by gardaí following the collision. Mr Madden’s car ploughed into the rear
of a Clydesdale double team being ridden by Vincent Kress and Alex McShea. Mr McShea died at the scene along with Mr Kress. The other cyclist, 62-year-old John Foley, was treated at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, for a fractured pelvis. He was later released. In his closing address to the jury in the 21-person,

five-day trial, Mr Madden’s defence barrister, Shane Hayes, said the only issue for the jury was whether the accused had unsafely overtaken the cyclists. He suggested to the jury that a “not guilty” verdict was the only option for the 12 men and nine women who have been deliberating since Tuesday
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