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surprising because on the basis of
the limited number of items on this

scale, the delusionality subscale
probably measures the overall level

of delusionality in someone with
BD. Since the presence of delusions

was not an exclusion criterion for
our inclusion, some of the patients
with BD may have been severely
delusional. The lack of difference
between the BD patients and the

controls on the OPQ-37 may reflect
the fact that the questionnaire

focuses mainly on the frequency of
particular thought processes. It did

not seem to capture the specific
content of psychotic and delusional

thought. Whether the use of a
structured interview designed to
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explore delusionality (e.g.,
Schopler's Psychopathology

Interview Schedule; [@b14]), would
reveal greater differences between

these two groups, remains to be
determined. More interestingly, the

current study demonstrated that
the level of mood symptoms was

greater in the BD group than in the
controls. On the other hand, no

difference was found between the
BD group and the controls on the
BD severity measure (YMRS). This

observation has two possible
explanations. The first is that the

relatively homogeneous population
that completed the study may have

diluted the difference in mood
symptoms between the groups.
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However, this explanation seems
less likely because, in contrast to

our observations, it has been found
that suicidal behavior in BD is

frequently preceded by a
depressive mood syndrome

([@b19]). The second possibility is
that differences in mood symptoms
might be more pronounced when
comparing a first episode with a

recurrent one. This explanation is
supported by previous findings in
which first episode patients had

higher levels of depression ([@b7])
and mania ([@b12]) than their
recurrent counterparts. These

results suggest that mood
symptoms often do not adequately

reflect the degree of suffering
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experienced by patients with BD
and that other measures of
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